October 7, 2010

OPINION

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Taxing one industry more than another is unfair

An open letter to President
Obama and all politicians:

I am writing to you regarding
the healthcare reform bill. In
specific, the federal tan tax of 10
percent. Yes, | am a tanning sa-
lon owner. Obviously I totally
disagree with this tax. Idon't see
how this can be fair to any in-
dustry. I personally do not be-
lieve one thing, or one service,
should be taxed more than the
next. [ know that there has to be
state and federal tax, but I cer-
tainly feel that it has gotten out
ofhand. I am not highly educat-
ed in politics, however, feel
that it is common sense to be
fair to everyone. Not just specif-
ic industries that can afford
more lobbyists, or people of
which you are wanting to obtain
votes.

One of the arguments for the
botox and cosmetic surgery in-
dustries was that it wasn't fair to
working women to add on a 5
percent tax to their service.
How can it then be fair to any of
the working people that come
into our businesses? You could
destroy an industry, and then
would not generate any rev-

enue. My salon is in Minneso-
ta and we already have a state
sales tax of 7.125 percent on
tanning services. So, now my
clients are payinga 17.125 per-
cent tax! How can this be fair?
How can this help a small busi-
ness owner? People do not un-
derstand the benefits that go
along with indoor tanning. We
are a nation with an epidemic
on our hands. I'm referring to
the vitamin D deficiency. Vita-
min D aids in so may things.
Tanning is a reliable source of
that vitamin and we are now
taxing customers 17.125 per-
cent! If you consider tanning
services a luxury, and therefore
should be taxed, then what in
life shouldn’t be? I urge you to
do research on vitamin D and
the tanning industry, and the
benefits of this service.

I do not know of any health
benefits from a botox treat-
ment, yet that is not taxed.
Again, I do notbelieve one thing
should be taxed more than an-
other. It should be the same,
and fair across the board. Iwant
to be clear though that we do
not need to be taxed anymore.

We need to control our spend-
ing. Why do politicians need to
have private jets to commute to
and from Washington? Why do
there have to be such expensive
parties, inaugural balls and
state dinners? I believe there are
too many government employ-
ees. How do you explain the fact
that someone running for a new
office can leave the office that
he or she is in, and campaign for
a year? Who covers their posi-
tion? Is there really a need for
that position, if it can be left to
campaign for another? Again,
where is the common sense?
Maybe all the money that we
are spending on supporting il-
legal aliens would be better
spent in different areas. Maybe
all the welfare money that is
spent on people that are just too
lazy to get a job would be bet-
ter spent in other areas. Why is
it always the working, honest
person that suffers in this coun-
try? My husband and I could
not refinance our home due to
the collapse of the housing
market, eliminating our equity.
However, if we would have
been late with payments or

missed payments completely,
then we would have qualified.
How is this fair?? I could go on
and on. The fact is, we are en-
abling people not to try. We are
giving people excuses not to pay
their bills. They are being re-
warded for irresponsible ac-
tions! I have never felt this
hopeless about our country
and the human race.

I am a Christian and know
that God is in control. I will nev-
er lose hope and faith in that. I
can't help but wonder though,
what He thinks when he looks
down at his perfect creation and
sees what we human beings
have done to it. Maybe if we fol-
lowed his word a little bit better,
people wouldn't feel so hopeless
about our country and the hu-
man race. Christianity teaches
faith, love, hope, forgiveness, ac-
countability, respect. How can
this be wrong? What are we
teaching?

There can not be life without
the sun, or the Son!

Respectfully,
Linda Myklebust
Christian American

LOCAL NEWS

Task force to study drug prevention

Task force asks: what is the best route to prevent drug/alcohol abuse?

by Jane Lightbourn
Staff writer

The Hastings Police Depart-
ment and Independent School
District 200 are seeking com-
munity members who are inter-
ested in serving on a special
study group/task force which
will explore youth prevention
programming involving illegal
drug and alcohol use and
abuse.

The formation of the study
group/task force was discussed
earlier this summer at the time
that the School District and the
Police Department decided to
suspend the DARE program,
which had been part of the el-

ementary school program for
years, for a year and consider
possible alternatives.

“The Hastings School District
is continually evaluating all of
the programs in the school dis-
trict and making decisions
about short-term and long-
term effectiveness of our pro-
grams,” said Superintendent
Tim Collins. “We also discuss
the need to change and adjust
the age and grade level that the
curriculum is most appropriate
at and most effective.”

Schnell, too, said the Police
Department is looking at its
programs in regard to efficien-
cy, resources, and time con-
straints. This task force forma-

tion is the start of that process,
he said.

“Drugs and alcohol are a
problem in this community as
they are in other communities,”
said Schnell. “The question is
what is going to make a differ-
ence?”

The new task force will meet
one evening every six weeks be-
ginning in late October and will
review Minnesota student sur-
vey data specific to Hastings
and study with subject matter
experts the full range of preven-
tion program options. The ma-
jor goal of the group is to gain
abetter understanding of the is-
sues and then develop a series
of prevention programming

recommendations for the
School District and Police De-
partment to adopt.

In addition to School District
and Police Department staff,
administrators from both areas
want to have a wide represen-
tation on this task force, includ-
ing youth, parents, interested
residents, faith community
leaders, business leaders, and
treatments and recovery com-
munity members.

Those interested in partici-
pating in the task force can con-
tact the Police Department at
651-480-2300 or at
HPD@ci.hastings.mn.us by Oct.
15.

Braveheart Rescue: this town'’s going to the dogs

by Katrina Styx
Staff writer

The housing market hasn't
been so great the past couple
years, but it’s really looking up
for the dogs at Braveheart Res-
cue just south of Hastings.

The builder is an Eagan man
named Dennis Felling. He's a de-
signer of unique spaces and a
friend of Robin Romano of
Braveheart. Braveheart asked
Felling if he would be willing to
build them some new dog-
houses and he agreed, stipulat-
ing that if he did, he wasn't go-
ing to be building simple boxes.

“The minute they said they
wanted doghouses I knew I
wouldn't be building standard
doghouses,” Felling said.

He wasn't kidding. The three
new houses and church that
make up “Bow Wow Town” go
above and beyond the bare ne-
cessities. Not only are they de-
signed to look like little human
homes with windows and shut-
ters and a pretty paint job, but
they also include the other
comforts of home.

One house includes a bunk
bed inside where two dogs
could sleep in the same area or
simply play. They each have a lit-
tle solar powered porch light to
offer alittle glow at night. There’s
even an appropriately sized fire
hydrant. Each house has a ca-
nine appropriate name — Spot,

Dave Markuson, left, Jack Kwiatkowski, Tom Tschida and Dennis Felling stand around the third
dog house to be installed at Braveheart Rescue. All members of the Minnesota Street Rod
Association, the men volunteered their time to help bring the doggy downtown to the shelter. Also
helping with the project was Fred Romano.

Fido, and Molly - and the
church is St. Bernard’s.
Braveheart takes in mostly
large dogs that need a lot of
space to stay active. The hous-
es don't just provide shelter
from the elements, they also
serve as activity centers for the
dogs. The smaller houses have
shingled roofs that slope close to
the ground, where nearly any of
the dogs there can jump on top
of. From there they can walk up

to the top of and across the taller
houses, which are topped with
flat platforms behind their
peaked facades.

Felling has been building the
town in his driveway, and it’s at-
tracted a lot of attention there.

“It's been the hit of the neigh-
borhood,” Felling said.

As he was thinking of what he
would design for the dogs, he
thought about how many of the
dogs are young and like to frol-

ic, so why not build them a play-
house?

Felling has plans for the
town’s growth as well. Smaller
doghouses the rescue already
has he hopes to paint to match
the town and work them into
the design. There could end up
beinglittle white fences — with-
out the sharp pickets, of course
— benches, and maybe even a
street sign.
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Your Hometown Thrift Store

We sell quality used clothing and household items

WEDNESDAY —Mature Adult 55+ Older Day
THURSDAY NIGHT —Clothing Bag Sale

(5:30 = 7:00 p.m.)

Special Sale Every Saturday — Weekly Colored Tag Sales

‘ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC — OCCASIONAL SILENT AUCTIONS

121 3rd Street East, Hastings ® 651-437-7134
HOURS M-W&F:9am-5:30pm/Thurs:9am-7pm/Sat:9am—5pm
www.clothesclosetandmore.com

Looking For an
Online Auto
Insurance Quote?

Robert Wise
Insurance Agency, Inc

800 Oak Street * Hastings, MN 55033
651-437-9595 « Fax 651-480-8100
www.bobwiseinsurance.com

License # 3630

E-mail me your:

« full name on driver’s license
* your date of birth
« your address

and | will send you a quote.

®
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Symbol of Superior Service

HAIR DESIGN

Adele welcomes Jenny Satchell.
Jenny brings 16 years
experience in all nail services.

First time customers receive a

FREE GIFT

when you schedule a nail
appointment with Jenny
in the month of October.

Call 651-438-8891
to schedule your appointment
or online at
www.adele-salon.com

NAILS - WAXING

Full Service Family Salon

Jerwy Satchell

219 Sibley Street, Hastings, MN
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